
WORLD AFTER WORLD WAR-2 

 

• During World War 2 the United Kingdom, France and the United States formed 

alliance in order to defeat Germany. The USSR also joined this alliance after 

Operation Barbarossa – the invasion of Russia by Germany. 

• After the war tensions started rising up. The USA was the strongest power that 

emerged after the war. It was a superpower in economic and military strengths. 

• The USSR was the second most powerful group and it had played a key role in 

Germany’s defeat in the war. This increased its prestige in the world. 

• After the war, in Eastern Europe, many countries had communist governments. 

These nations saw the USSR with favourable eyes. 

• The USA and the western European countries saw communism as a threat to its way 

of life and towards freedom also. 

• The world was polarised into two blocs – the communist powers led by the USSR and 

the powers opposed to communism led by the USA. The USSR group comprised 

mostly eastern European nations while the latter by the western European countries. 

• The arms race by the two powers also was a factor in rising tensions between them. 

It even extended beyond the far reaches of the Earth itself, when both the 

superpowers developed technology that would put their respective nations on higher 

technological footing than its rivals. 

Military Blocs 

During the height of the Cold War, the world was divided 

into the major military blocs: 

1. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) – led by 

the USA 

Canada, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Iceland, Britain, France, 

Belgium, Luxembourg, Holland, Greece, Turkey, Spain, 

Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) 

 

 

2. Warsaw Pact – led by the Soviet Union 

Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, 

German Democratic Republic (East Germany) 

 

 



COLD WAR 

The Cold War was a period (1945-1991) of geopolitical tension between the Soviet 

Union (and its Satellite States -The Eastern European countries) and the United States with 

its allies (the Western European countries) after World War II. 

After World War II, the world got divided into two power blocs dominated by two 

superpowers viz. the Soviet Union and the US. The two superpowers were primarily 

engaged in an ideological war. 

Geopolitics is the study of the effects of Earth's geography (human and physical) 
on politics and international relations. It is a method of studying foreign policy to 
understand, explain, and predict international political behaviour through geographical 
variables. These include area studies, climate, topography, demography & natural 
resources of the region being evaluated. 
 
Satellite States: A satellite state or dependent state is a country that is formally 
independent in the world, but is under heavy political, economic, and military influence 
or control of another country. 

 

Why was it called the ‘Cold’ War? 

It was called the Cold War for the following reasons: 

• First of all, neither the Soviet Union nor the United States officially declared war on 

the other. In fact, there was never any direct large-scale fighting between the two 

superpowers 

• The war was only waged through indirect conflict. The US and USSR supported 

regional conflicts in their own interests, known as proxy wars. Thus, the struggle for 

world dominance was primarily waged through propaganda campaigns, espionage, 

proxy wars, athletic rivalry at the Olympics, and the Space Race. 

The Cold War ended in 1991, after the collapse and dissolution of the Soviet Union. 

 

Reasons of Cold War 

The Bolshevik Revolution of October 1917 replaced Russia’s Tsar with a “dictatorship of the 

proletariat”, and established a communist state. 

The Bolsheviks then decided to withdraw Russia from World War-1 as civil war engulfed the 

country, leaving Britain and France to fight the Axis powers alone. 

During World War-II, When Hitler broke the non-aggression pact he had signed with Soviet 

Union, it forced the Soviet Union to join allied powers. 



Thus, at the end of the Second World War, the uneasy wartime alliance had begun to 

unravel and had begun to take a different course all together. The wartime alliance 

between the US and USSR was one of circumstances and not ideology. 

During the World War Allied countries (US, UK and France) and Soviet Union fought 

together against the Axis powers (Nazi Germany, Japan, Austria). However, this wartime 

alliance could not workout after World War II, due to multiple factors: 

1.Potsdam conference 

The Potsdam (City in Germany) conference was held at Berlin in 1945 among US, UK and 

Soviet Union to discuss: 

o Immediate administration of defeated Germany. 

o Demarcation of boundary of Poland. 

o Occupying Austria. 

o Role of the Soviet Union in Eastern Europe. 

▪ The US, USSR, and Britain agreed to divide 

Germany into four zones. Each zone was 

administered by one of the Allied powers, 

including France. 

▪ Soviet Union wanted some portion of Poland 

(bordering Soviet Union) to be maintained as a 

buffer zone. However, the USA and UK didn't 

agree to this demand. 

▪ Also, the USA did not inform the Soviet Union 

about the exact nature of the atomic bomb, dropped on Japan. This created suspicion 

in Soviet Union about the intentions of western countries, embittering of the 

alliance. 

▪ This created suspicion in the Soviet leadership. 

 

2.Capitalism and Communism: Ideological Opposites 

• The political and economic systems of the capitalist USA and communist USSR were 

ideologically incompatible. 

• Both sides wanted to affirm their model and force countries around the world to 

conform to their ideologies. 

 

 



3.Formation of Alliances 

• The western alliance was formalized into an organization, the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO), which came into existence in April 1949.It was an 

association of which declared that armed attack on any one of them in Europe or 

North America would be regarded as an attack on all of them. Each of these states 

would be obliged to help the other. 

• While, the eastern alliance, known as the Warsaw Pact, was led by the Soviet Union. 

It was created in 1955 and its principal function was to counter NATO’s forces in 

Europe 

 

4.Truman's Doctrine 

• Truman Doctrine was announced on March 12, 1947, by US President Harry S. 

Truman. 

• The Truman Doctrine was a US policy to stop the Soviet Union’s communist and 

imperialist endeavors, through various ways like providing economic aid to other 

countries. 

For example, US appropriated financial aid to support the economies and militaries 

of Greece and Turkey. 

• Historians believe that the announcement of this doctrine marked the official 

declaration of the Cold War. 

 

5.Nuclear Arms Race 

• The Americans believed that the Soviets had caught up technologically, which led to a 

nuclear arms race. 

• The two superpowers tried amassed nuclear weapons, both sides fearing they might 

fall behind in research and production. 

• Over 55,000 nuclear warheads were produced during the Cold War, with the US 

spending an estimated $5.8 trillion on nuclear weapons, laboratories, reactors, 

bombers, submarines, missiles, and silos 

• Nuclear warfare eventually became a deterrent rather than a weapon 

Important events during Cold War 

Iron Curtain 

▪ Iron Curtain is the political, military, and ideological barrier erected by the Soviet 

Union after World War II to seal off itself and its dependent eastern and central 

European allies from open contact with the West and other noncommunist areas. 



▪ On the east side of the Iron Curtain were the countries that were connected to or 

influenced by the Soviet Union, while on the west side were the countries that were 

allies of the US, UK or nominally neutral. 

Berlin Blockade 1948 

▪ As the tension between Soviet Union and Allied 

countries grew, Soviet Union applied Berlin Blockade 

in 1948. 

▪ The Berlin Blockade was an attempt by the Soviet 

Union to limit the ability of Allied countries (US,UK, 

France) to travel to their sectors of Berlin. 

▪ Further, on August 13, 1961, the Communist 

government of the German Democratic Republic 

began to build a barbed wire and concrete 

wall (Berlin Wall) between East and West Berlin. 

▪ It primarily served the objective of stemming mass 

emigration from East Berlin to West Berlin. 

▪ Except under special circumstances, travelers from 

East and West Berlin were rarely allowed across the border. 

▪ At the Potsdam Conference, Germany was to be divided into zones under Russian, 

American, British and French influence. 

▪ The eastern part of the country went to the Soviet Union, while the western part 

went to the United States, Great Britain and France. 

▪ Berlin, as the capital, was to be likewise split. However, Berlin happened to be in the 

middle of the Russian zone. 

▪ The three Allied zones got merged and became the Federal Republic of 

Germany (FRG) or West Germany while the former Soviet occupation zone became 

the German Democratic Republic (GDR) or East Germany. 

▪ The division of Berlin was the main bone of contention between USSR and Allied 

countries, as West Berlin became an island within Communist East Germany 

▪ This Berlin Wall served as a symbol of the Cold War (US and Soviet Union), until its 

fall in 1989. Berlin Wall fell on 9/11/1989, marking a symbolic end to the cold war. 

 

 

 



The Marshall Plan vs The Cominform 

The Marshall Plan- 

In 1947, American Secretary of State George Marshall, initiated European Recovery 

Programme (ERP), which offered economic and financial help wherever it was needed. 

One of the aims of the ERP was to promote the economic recovery of Europe. However, 

this was an economic extension of the Truman Doctrine. 

The Cominform- 

The Soviet Union denounced the whole idea of Marshall Plan as 'dollar imperialism. 

Therefore, the Cominform (the Communist Information Bureau) - was launched in 1947, as 

the Soviet response to the Marshall Plan. 

It was an organization to draw together mainly Eastern Europe countries. 

 

NATO vs Warsaw Pact 

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) 

• The Berlin blockade showed the West's military unreadiness and frightened them 

into making definite preparations. 

• Therefore, in 1948, mainly the countries of western Europe signed the Brussels 

Defence Treaty, promising military collaboration in case of war. 

• Later on, Brussels Defence Treaty was joined by the USA, Canada, Portugal, Denmark, 

Iceland, Italy and Norway. This led to the formation of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) in April 1949. 

• NATO countries agreed to regard an attack on any one of them as an attack on all of 

them, and placing their defence forces under a joint command. 

Warsaw Pact 

• The Warsaw Pact (1955) was signed between Russia and her satellite states shortly 

after West Germany was admitted to NATO. 

• The Pact was a mutual defense agreement, which the Western countries perceived as 

a reaction against West Germany's membership of NATO. 

Space Race 

▪ Space exploration served as another dramatic arena for Cold War competition. 

▪ In 1957, Soviet Union launched Sputnik I, the world’s first artificial satellite and the 

first man-made object to be placed into the Earth’s orbit. 

▪ In 1958, the U.S. launched its own satellite called Explorer I. 



▪ However, this space race was won by the US, when it successfully landed, the first 

man (Neil Armstrong) on the surface of the moon in 1969. 

Proxy Wars 

There was never any direct large-scale fighting between the US and USSR. The two 

superpowers waged war only by supporting different regional conflicts, known as proxy 

wars. 

Korean War 

• In 1950, Korea was divided into two zones: the communist north, and the capitalist 

democratic south. In a bid to contain the spread of communism to South Korea, the 

US sent troops to the country. The Chinese responded by sending their own troops to 

the border. 

• This war however ended in a stalemate, while till present both North & South Korea 

are still at war 

Vietnam War 

• The Vietnam War was an extremely long and costly conflict that pitted North 

Vietnam against South Vietnam and the United States in the 1960s. 

• The Soviet Union sent money and supplied weapons to the communist forces. By 

1975, the US was forced to withdraw, and the North seized control of the South 

Afghanistan War 

• In the 1980s, just as the United States had done in Vietnam, the Soviet Union 

intervened in Afghanistan 

• In response, the US supported the Mujahideen (Afghani guerrillas) against the USSR, 

by sending them money and weapons 

• The USSR was unsuccessful in its efforts to turn the country into a communist state 

during the Afghan War, and the Taliban, a US-funded Islamic extremist group, 

eventually claimed power in the region 

The Cuban Missiles Crisis, 1962 

▪ The Cuba got involved in the Cold War when US broke off its diplomatic relations 

with Cuba in 1961, and Soviet Union increased their economic aid to Cuba. 

▪ In 1961, the USA planned Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba, intending to overthrow the 

head of Cuban state (Fidel Castro), who was backed by the Soviet Union. However, 

the operation failed. 

▪ Fidel Castro then appealed to the Soviet Union for military help, to which Soviet 

Union decided to set up a nuclear missile launcher in Cuba aimed at the USA. 



▪ Cuban Missile Crisis, brought two superpowers on the brink of a nuclear war. 

However, the crisis was averted diplomatically. 


